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Re: CFS membership referendum at the University of Regina

This letter is written in response to an e-mail entitled ‘Timing of CFS results release convenient and
suspicious” circulated yesterday by the University of Regina Students’ Union (URSU). This release
comes following months of the Executive of the URSU refusing attempts by our Federation to release
the results of a referendum held In October 2010, amongst the individual members of the Canadian
Federation of Students at the University of Regina on membership in our Federation.

In the referendum, students at the University of Regina voted to remain
members of the Federation. The results were as follows:

In favour of continued membership: 1,414
Opposed to continued membership: 1,326

Following the close of polls, results were embargoed until the eligibility

of a small number of voters could be determined. This included URSU members studying at the First
Nations University of Canada who the URSU Executive sought to disenfranchise. The remaining
ballots were counted on December 17, at which point the URSU and the Federation agreed to
release the results in a timely manner.

In the nearly three months since, the Executive of the URSU has refused to allow its members to be
informed of the results, instead making its consent contingent on the Federation paying URSU legal
bills and agreeing to various unrelated demands being made by the URSU.

The Federation’s members at the University of Regina and across the country have a right to know
the results and the Federation will not allow the Executive of the URSU to impede the release of the
results. While the Federation encouraged the Executive of the URSU to agree to a joint release, the
URSU refused, leaving the Federation with no choice but to release the results on its own.

The attempt to prevent the release of the results are another inappropriate intrusion by the URSU
Executive into the Federation’s democratic processes, and a not particularly subtle way to divert
attention from the fact that, despite spending significant resources opposing membership, its member
students voted for unity.

Finally, the URSU Executive’s accusation that the timing of the results is politically motivated is
baseless and a continuation of its campaign to prevent students at the University of Regina from
learning the results of the referendum before the conclusion of the current academic year.

Please feel free to contact me should you have any questions.

In solidarity,

David Molenhuis
National Chairperson
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